
463rd FIELD MAINTENANCE SQUADRON 

 
 

MISSION 
The mission of the squadron is the support and maintenance of C-130 aircraft assigned the wing at 
Mactan. In addition, it has a secondary mission of being able to continue its primary mission 
wherever the squadron is deployed. 
 
Field maintenance is broken down into five branches: fabrication, propulsion, communications and 
electronics, aerospace ground equipment and aero repair. Breaking the branches down into 
specific shops, the aero repair branch consists of the instrument shop, tire shop, aero repair shop, 
fuel shop, pneudranlics shop, electric shop and mechanical accessories. 
 
“Keep 'Em Flying” Is the motto of the aero repair shop and to do this means working on the 
Hercules under the blazing Philippine sun or in drenching rain. This shop is responsible for all major 
and minor maintenance on landing gear, flight controls and other related airframe structures of the 
C-130 and must be done on the flight line and not in a shop. It also performs major overhaul on the 
463L (aerial delivery system) which plays a big role in the wing's support mission. 
 
The aerospace ground equipment (AGE) branch is made up of three sections--inspection and 
servicing, repair and pick-up and delivery. 
 
Operating 24-hours a day, the pick-up and delivery section Is responsible for delivering all repaired 
items to the aircraft no matter what time of day or night 
 
The most complete shop in the complex is the communications and electronics shop. This shop has 
good test equipment and everything it needs. The C and E shop is responsible for inspecting and 
repairing, when needed, any and all communications equipment peculiar to the C-130. 
 



Fabrication branch consists of five shops—welding, sheet metal, paint fabric and machine shop. 
Some of these shops, such as the machine shop, just don’t have the equipment they need, points 
out Colonel Cusworth. For instance, the shop doesn't have lathes or drill presses, “but nevertheless, 
they're hacking the mission, which I think Is a tribute to the people of the shop,” the colonel 
declared. 
 
The propulsion branch has the responsibility of keeping the engines of the Hercules in flying 
condition. Maintenance on engines is performed in-place at other 
 
LINEAGE 
463rd Maintenance Squadron 
Redesignated 463rd Field Maintenance Squadron 
 
STATIONS 
Memphis Muni Aprt, TN 
Ardmore AFB, OK 
Sewart AFB, TN, 15 Jan 1959 
Langley AFB, VA, 1 Jul 1963-23 Nov 1965 
Mactan Isle AFld, Philippines  
Clark AB, Philippines, 15 Jul 1969-31 Dec 1971 
Dyess AFB, TX, 1 Jun 1973 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
COMMANDERS 
Cpt Reese W. Clark 
LTC M. C. Cusworth 
Maj Thompson 
 
HONORS  
Service Streamers 
 
Campaign Streamers 
 
Armed Forces Expeditionary Streamers 
 
Decorations 
 
EMBLEM 
 
MOTTO 
 
NICKNAME 
 



OPERATIONS 
Take one squadron activated less than four years ago, add highly trained and skilled technicians 
and a squadron commander who withdrew his retirement papers in order to make the move with 
his unit to Mactan and It all adds up to the 463rd Field Maintenance Sq. of the 463rd Troop Carrier 
Wg. 
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